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How to apply for membership of IHEU
The application process

Only organizations may apply for membership.   Individuals can be IHEU Supporters (please see details on the IHEU website).

To apply for membership of IHEU, you must complete the membership application form.   Your Regional Membership Coordinator, whose name and contact details are also on the website, can help you complete the form if necessary.  Send the completed form to  membership@iheu.org    The IHEU Administrator will then contact you to discuss the relevant membership category and ask for any further information if it is needed.
Applications are considered by IHEU’s Executive Committee (EC), which meets five times a year.    If the EC approves the application, it will grant applicant membership status.     The final decision is made by the General Assembly (either by email or at the next annual IHEU General Assembly (GA) provided the first membership fee has been paid.   
Your application form will be copied to IHEU’s EC and, at a later stage, its member organizations. Your organization’s contact details and information about its purpose and activities will be published on the IHEU web site when you become a member organization.
Before completing the form:   you might like to read the following documents:
· the Membership and Dues Regulations at www.iheu.org/iheu-membership-and-dues-regulations 
· the information provided at www.iheu.org/about and www.iheu.org/membership
· IHEU’s constitution (called Bylaws and Internal Rules) at www.iheu.org/bylaws and www.iheu.org/internalrules. 

Completing the forms
If you have questions about how to complete the application form, please ask your Regional Coordinator or email us at membership@iheu.org
Please complete both forms in full and in English. If you cannot complete a particular item, please explain why.   If it is irrelevant to your organization please put not applicable or n/a. 
Section 2:  International contact

Please put the person who should be IHEU’s primary contact in your organization.   The role of the International Contact is to:

· Receive information from IHEU and pass it on to the relevant person/people within your organization

· Ensure your organization’s leadership group (this may be called the Board, Management Committee or Executive Committee or other name) is regularly made aware of IHEU and its works

· Inform IHEU regularly of the activities of your organization

· Respond to any queries or campaigns from IHEU

· Ensure the membership dues are paid regularly and the information about your organization on IHEU’s website is up to date.

Membership category and membership dues:  
The IHEU Administrator will discuss with you the relevant membership category based on the information on your form
There are three categories of membership:

· Full Member: established national, democratic, membership organizations and national and international umbrella organizations for such membership organizations
· Specialist Member: non-membership organizations; e.g. educational institutions; academic institutes; publishing houses, trusts, etc that are actively supporting humanism.
· Associate Member: local humanist organizations, for recently formed national membership organizations and for organizations where promoting humanism is not the primary activity; e.g. humanitarian organizations.” 

Full details are provided in the Membership and Dues Regulations. The chosen category affects the annual membership dues and the number of votes in the General Assembly. 
IHEU’s objectives and definition of Humanisam

Definition:   Humanism is a democratic and ethical life stance that affirms that human beings have the right and responsibility to give meaning and shape to their own lives. It stands for the building of a more humane society through an ethics based on human and other natural values in a spirit of reason and free inquiry through human capabilities. It is not theistic, and it does not accept supernatural views of reality.

Objectives:  The purpose of IHEU is to promote Humanism throughout the world, to develop Humanism as a life stance, to represent organized Humanism in international bodies, to defend human rights and the rights of humanists, to develop organized Humanism in every part of the world and to build a strong and effective global organization.
Rights and responsibilities of IHEU membership
Rights and benefits: 

· Be listed as a Member Organization on the IHEU web site.

· Have the right to use “member of IHEU” on their stationary, website, promotions and other material. 

· Receive copies of the International Humanist News in printed and electronic form. 

· Be represented at the General Assembly.

· Be invited to host the Congress and General Assembly.

· Participate in development of strategy and resolutions. 

· Participate in campaigns and other activities where appropriate. 
Responsibilities or obligations: 

· Have a sustained commitment to the purpose of the IHEU.

· Act at all times in ways that are in the best interest of the humanist movement

· Notify the IHEU of any changes to their constitution.

· Notify the IHEU of any change in address, contact details and leading officers. 

· Appoint an IHEU contact person.

· Submit a copy of their annual report and audited accounts every year.

· Submit the necessary information for the tri-annual dues calculation.

· Pay the annual dues on time. 

Sending your application to IHEU

In order to ensure the fastest processing of your application, please send the completed application form via email to membership@iheu.org  
Scanned documents are acceptable. If this is not possible, please let us know and we will accept documents sent as hard copies by airmail to the IHEU office.
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